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"THE TIME HAS COME...." 


In a recent series of stinging telegrams, Thomas L. Pitts, Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
of the California Labor Federation, has come out swinging for the farm workers of this 
state, 


On January 3, the Department of Labor ordered that Imperial Valley lettuce growers pay 
piece rates along the same lines they used to pay domestic lettuce workers, before the 
long winter of bracero domination set in. The growers wanted to keep on paying a flat 

$1 an, hour. (Up from 70¢ an hour, as the result of AWOC activity.) Two hundred growers 
organized. an "a¿rlift" to Washington, D.C., to agitate among California Congressmen and 
any other government officials who would give them an ear. (The $100,000 or more that 
they spent on this lobbying circus would have gone a very long way toward paying the wages 
they claim they can't afford!) 


On January 18, word reached the Executive Council of the California Labor Federation that 
the Department of Labor was caving in under the pressure of growers and pro-grower Congressy 
men. Reports indicated that the Department of Labor was’preparing a compromise that would 
supposedly give workers a choice between hourly and piece rates, but would actually end up 
with their working at the lowest rate, The Executive Council immediately authorized Pitts 
to wire the Secretary of Labor and the California congressional delegation, on behalf of 
California's 1,400,000 AFL-CIO members. 


Pitts' telegram to the congressmen said, 


"The time has come when men of integrity must defend the rights of our domestic 
farm workers against the 19th+Gentury labor philosophy of protesting grower- 
oriented groups....” 


In his telegram to Secretary Goldberg, Pitts stated, 


"We are shocked to learn that the Department is contemplating proposing an alterna- 
tive to the recently promulgated rate in lettuce.... This would make a mockery 

of the Kennedy Administration's expreseed determination to enforce prior rights 

bf employment for domestics. Obviously, grower pressure on braceros to select the 
$1 an hour rate would render the choice completely meaningless. 


"I urgently request that the final decision on this alternative proposal be held 
up until I am able to be in Washington on January 22 to discuss the matter with 
the Department on behalf of the California AFL-CIO....* 


Pitts' vigorous appeal, however, was unsuccessful. By the time he was able to get to 
Washington, on January 22, the Department of Labor had already completed its negotiations 
with the bracero-users. Lettuce workers are supposed to be given a choice between a 24- 
cent piece rate, with a $1 an hour guarantee, or a straight hourly rate of $1. Everyone 
who knows how the bracero system operates knows there has never been, is not, and will 
never be any real freedom of choice in it. Significantly, not aiword of protest has been 
heard from the growers over the new wage order. 


But agricultural workers well know that you can lose a battle and still win the war. The 
Struggle is turning. More than ever before in history, the wholevorganized labor movement 
is behind their brothers and sisters in the fields and orchards of California. This was 
clear at the AFL-CIO Convention in Miami Beach, in December. And it is clear in the 
ringing words of Secretary-Treasurer Pitts, speaking with the voice of 1,400,000 organized 


workers: "The time has come when men of integrity must defend the rights of our domestic 
farm workerS....” 
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"HA LLEGADO EL DiA...." 


En una serie de telegramas picantes, Thomas L, Pitts, Secretario-Ejecutivo y Tesorer de 
la Federacion de Labor en California, ha emergido luchando por los trabajadores agritolas 
de este estado, 


El 3 de Enero, el Departamento de Labor ordeno a los agricultores del Valle Imperial que 
pagaran a tipo por pedazo en la lechuga como pegaban a los trabajadores domesticos antes 
que entrara el dominio del bracero Los rancheros querian seguir pagando solamente $1 la 
hora, (Antes que “entrera el AWOC, se pagaba 70c la hora.) Docientos rancheros organiza- 
ron un "puente =~ '" a Washington D.C, para ¿jercer presion sobre Congresistas Californe- 
nds y cuale ) S iales federales que los escucharan, (Los $100,000 o mas que 
gastaron en éste circo procurador muy bien pudiera ver pagado una gran parte de los sueldos 
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El 18 de Enero, el Concilio | ivo de la eracion se dio cuenta que el Departamento 
de Labor estába rindiendoce tajo l: cesio: > los rancheros y congresistas en favor de 
éllos. Reportes indicdban que el Departamento de Labor estába preparando un compromiso 
que segun lo que supóñe, dariá opcion a los trabajadores de escoger sueldo por contrato 
o por hora, pero actualmente s an pagando el sueldo mas bajo a los trabajadores. El 
Concilio inmediatamente autorizo al Hermar.o Pitts a telegrafiar al Secretario de Labor y 


a losc@Sngresistas Californeños en nombre de 1,400,000 miembros del AFL-CIO en California. 
El telegrama a los Congresistas 
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; es agrícolas domesti sos contra la antigua filosofia 
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En su telegrama al Secretario Goldberg, dijo Pitts: 


"Estámos escandalizado: aprend qt el Departamento esta’ contemplando pro- 
poner un alternativo al sueldo pr lo recientemente en la lechuga... 

Esto causariz una m 1 -erm 2 ex ada por la Administracioh de 
Kennedy a en 2 prime E 21 empleo de trabajadores domesticos, 
Claramente, braceros ser presion Beare ctar el $1 la hora y la opcion 
perderi4@ su j 
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"Pido con urgencia que ia decision*final:sobre este alternativo propuesto sea 
contenida hasta que se me haga posible llegar a Washington el 22 de Enero para 
discutir-la cosa con el Departamento en'favor del AFL - CIO en California..." 


La súplica vigoriza del Hermano Pitts, 
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sin embargo, fue en vano. Para cuando llego’a 
Washington, el.22 de Enero, el Departamento de Labor acababa' de completar sus negociacidnes 
con los empleadores de braceros. Trabajadores ‘leehigueros tienen la "opcidn" de ser 
pagados a 24 centavos por cajon y a de $1 la hora, o solamente $1 la hora. 
Cualquiera que conose como trabajr el si a del bracero sabe que nunca ha habido, hay, | 
ni habra libertad legitima de escoger en e sistema Significantemente, ninguna palábra 
de protesto se ha oidó de loa rancheros sobré la orden nueva. 
Pero trabajadores agricolas saben bien que es posible perder la batalla y siempre ganar 
la guerra. sta” cambiando el esfuerzo. Mas qué nunca en la vida, el movimiento de traba- 
jadores orgánizados entero, esta” soportando sus hermanos y hermanas en las grangas y 
huertas de California. ESto se dem o’en la Convención del. AFL-CIO en Miami Beach en 
Diciembre. Y esta’ claramente expresado las palabras retumbantes de Secretario-Tesorero 
Pitts, hablando con la voz de 1,400,000 trabajadores organizados, "Ha llegado el diaven 
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que hombres de integridad tendran que defender los: derechos de nuestros «trabajadores 


agritólas domesticos. 


